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Mr.  Lincoln's  Farewell  Address  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  February  11, 
1861 — Fifty  Years  Ago  Today. 

My  Friends,  No  one  not  in  my  situation  can  appreciate  my  feeling 
of  sadness  at  this  parting.  To  this  place,  and  the  kindness  of  these 
people,  I  owe  everything.  Here  1  have  lived  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
have  passed  from  a  young  to  an  old  man.  Here  my  children  have  been 
born,  and  one  is  buried.  I  now  leave,  not  knowing  when  or  whether  ever 
I  may  return,  with  a  task  before  me  greater  than  that  which  rested  upon 
Washington.  Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine  Being  who  ever 
attended  him  I  cannot  succeed.  With  that  assistance  I  cannot  fail. 
Trusting  in  Him  who  can  go  with  me  and  remain  with  you,  and  be  every- 
where for  good,  let  us  confidently  hope  that  all  will  yet  be  well.  To  His 
care  commending  you,  as  I  hope  in  your  prayers  you  will  commend  me,  I 
bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell. 


United  States  Senate 

WASHINGTON,    D.  C. 


HON.   J  OTIS  HUMPHREY, 

President,  Lincoln  Centennial  Association, 
Springfield,  Illinois. 

My   Dear   Judge  Humphrey: 

The  celebration  of  the  one  hundred  and  second  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  to 
be  held  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Lincoln  Centennial  Association,  is  a  matter 
in  which  I  take  deep  personal  interest,  and  it  is  with  keen  regret  that  I  write  to  say,  I  will  be  unable  to 
be  present.  My  health  is  improving  and  I  fear  to  jeopardize  it  by  taking  so  long  a  trip  during  the 
middle  of  the  winter.  Under  other  circumstances,  it  would  be  my  duty,  as  it  would  be  a  pleasure,  to 
welcome  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  my  home  city.  He  did  our  state  and  city  a  great  honor 
by  accepting,  nearly  two  years  ago,  the  invitation  extended  to  him  by  you  and  me  to  visit  Springfield  and 
deliver  an  address  at  your  annual  banquet. 

As  the  days  and  years  pass  by  and  an  enlightened  humanity  studies  and  comprehends  the  real 
greatness  and  simplicity  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  he  becomes  nearer  and  dearer  to  all.  No  weak  compli- 
ment of  words  can  add  to  his  renown,  nor  will  any  petty  criticism  detract  from  the  glory  which  has 
crowned  his  memory.  The  passing  of  time  has  only  added  brightness  to  his  character.  The  antago- 
nism of  bitter  war  have  left  no  shade  upon  his  name,  and  the  hatred  which  for  a  brief  time  spent  itself 
in  harmless  words  has  turned  to  reverence  and  love. 

Had  he  lived  until  this  anniversary  of  his  birth,  he  would  be  one  hundred  and  two  years  of  age. 
Less  than  forty-five  years  ago,  in  the  very  prime  of  life,  he  was  the  chief  executive  of  the  nation,  guiding 
and  controlling  it  in  its  great  struggle  for  national  existence.  Such  a  vast  accumulation  of  history  has 
been  compressed  into  those  years,  and  such  a  wonderful  panorama  has  passed  before  us  in  that  com- 
paratively brief  time  that  we  are  apt  to  think  of  Lincoln  as  of  the  long  ago,  as  almost  a  contemporary 
of  Washington,  and  of  the  Revolutionary  fathers,  The  immensity  of  the  history  which  has  been 
crowded  into  those  forty-five  years  has  distorted  our  mental  vision  as  ordinary  objects  are  sometime  dis- 
torted by  refraction.  Yet  when  we  reflect,  the  distortion  disappears,  but  the  wonder  still  remains.  The 
years  during  which  the  deeds  of  Lincoln  have  been  a  memory  to  us,  do  not  carry  us  back  to  the  early 
days  of  our  country.  They  do  not  carry  us  back  even  to  the  time  of  Jackson,  Webster,  Clay  or  Calhoun, 
yet  the  sacred  halo  of  patriotic  veneration  invests  as  completely  the  name  of  Lincoln  as  of  Washington. 
It  seems  almost  a  dream  to  me  that  I  can  recall  many  personal  memories  of  the  martyred  patriot.  It 
seems  almost  a  vision  of  the  unsubstantial  imagination  when  I  think  I  have  known  and  enjoyed  the  friend- 
ship of  the  one  immortal  genius  of  the  century.  He  was  the  very  impersonation  of  humanity  whose  stature 
was  above  and  beyond  all  others. 

I  have  sometimes  felt  that  I  have  failed  to  do  my  duty  in  allowing  all  these  years  to  come  and  go 
since  the  death  of  the  great  president  without  carrying  to  a  successful  conclusion  the  erection  of  a  great 
memorial  in  his  memory  in  the  capital  city  of  the  United  States.  I  have  fully  detirmined  that  I  shall  be- 
fore retiring  from  the  senate  see  to  it  that  substantial  progress  is  made  toward  the  erection  in  the  city  of 
Washington  of  the  greatest  monument  or  memorial  to  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  that  can  be  con- 
ceived by  the  brain  and  genius  of  man.  To  that  end,  I  prepared,  introduced  and  had  passed  in  the  senate 
a  bill  to  provide  for  a  commission  to  select  a  site  and  design  for  such  a  memorial  or  monument,  to  cost 
not  more  than  two  million  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  securing  plans  and  designs. 

Your  honored  guest  of  this  evening,  the  Honorable  William  H.  Taft,  I  named  as  the  first  man  on 
the  commission.  I  did  this  because  I  have  always  had  the  greatest  admiration  for  President  Taft.  I  knew 
him  as  Solicitor  General,  I  knew  him  as  Governor  of  the  Philippines,  and  I  knew  him  as  Secretary  of  War, 
and  was  more  than  delighted  when  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the  high  office  of  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  position  he  has  filled  with  great  credit  and  honor  to  the  party  which  nominated  him  and 
the  people  who  elected  him.  He  was  not  named  on  the  commission  ex  officio,  on  account  of  the  great 
office  he  holds,  but  was  named  personally  and  will  serve  on  the  commission  until  the  monument  or  mem- 
orial is  finally  completed. 

Hoping  your  celebration  this  year  will  prove  as  great  if  not  a  greater  success  than  the  one  you  had 
two  years  ago,  I  remain, 

Sincerely  yours, 

S.   M.  Cullom. 


Washington,  D.  C. 
January,  30th,  191 1 

Dear  Judge  Humphrey: 

I  am  very  glad  to  receive,  through  your  kindness,  the  programme  of  the  Celebration  on  the 
eleventh  of  February,  which  is  certainly  very  handsomely  gotten  up,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  see  in  it  the 
photographs  of  Senator  Cullom,  Mr.  Bunn,  Dr.  Jayne  and  Mr.  Thayer,  all  of  whom,  of  course,  I  remem- 
ber from  my  boyhood. 

I  am  also  glad  to  know  that  you  are  assured  of  having  two  such  speakers  at  the  coming  cele- 
bration on  February  eleventh  as  President  Taft  and  Mr.  Littleton.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr. 
Littleton  very  well,  and  I  cannot  imagine  your  being  able  to  select  a  more  brilliant  representative  of  the 
south.     When  you  meet  him  you  will  find  too  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  charming  of  men. 

The  President  was  good  enough  to  ask  me  to  make  the  trip  in  his  car,  and  it  was  with  regret 
that  I  cannot  express,  that  I  had  to  tell  him,  that  I  am  not  able  to  make  the  trip  at  all.  My  health  is 
steadily  improving,  but  my  medical  adviser  tells  me  that  I  must,  for  a  considerable  time  to  come,  refrain 
not  only  from  attending  to  business,  but  from  doing  anything  that  would  take  me  out  of  a  very  quiet 
life.  As  I  said  to  the  President,  I  am  more  sorry  than  I  can  tell  you,  that  I  cannot  be  with  you,  for  I 
enjoyed  so  much  the  celebration  which  was  so  splendidly  given  at  Springfield  two  years  ago. 

Believe  me, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Robert  T.  Lincoln. 
Hon.  J  Otis  Humphrey, 

Springfield,  Illinois. 


Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 
February  2,  191 1 

HON.  J  OTIS  HUMPHREY, 

President  Lincoln  Centennial  Association    „! 
Springfield,  Illinois 

My  Dear  Judge  Humphrey: 

am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  January  30th,  containing  your  courteous  invitation  to  attend  the 
celebration  and  banquet  to  be  given  by  your  Association  at  Springfield  on  the  one  hundred  and  second 
anniversary  of  President  Lincoln's  birthday;  and  while  I  fully  appreciate  the  courtesy,  the  proper  care 
of  my  health  makes  my  acceptance  impossible.  I  must  avoid  travel  because  it  tends  to  bring  on  my 
old  trouble,  so  I  stay  at  home  a  great  deal  of  the  time. 

It  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  there  and  meet  again  the  many  old  personal  friends 
who  will  be  in  attendance. 

I  well  remember  the  impressive  funeral  obsequies  of  the  dead  President  at  Springfield  in  1865. 
I  was  at  the  time  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  under  orders  from  Washington 
attended  the  funeral  with  my  staff,  and  had  the  honor  of  commanding  the  military  forces  on  that  memorable 
occasion. 

Truly  and  respectfully, 

I  Grenville  M.  Dodge 


o- 

1- 

-Genl.  Edward  C.  Young. 

o- 

2- 

-Hon.  John  S.  Schnepp. 

o- 

3- 

Hon.  Geo.  A.  Cooke. 

o- 

-  4- 

Mr.  William  Kidgely. 

o- 

-  5- 

-Hon.  John  P.  Hand. 

o- 

6- 

-Mr.  Henry  C.  Latham. 

o- 

7— 

-Hon.  Francis  G.  Blair. 

o- 

8- 

-Hon.  Orrin  N.  Carter. 

o- 

9- 

-Hon.  Hugh  Crea. 

o- 

-10- 

-Mr.  E.  K.  Thayer. 

o- 

11- 

-Hon.  Wm.  H.  Stead. 

o- 

-12- 

-Hon.  John  C.  Ames. 

♦ 

o- 

-13- 

-Hon.  Henry  M.  Dunlap. 
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o- 

-14- 

-Hon.  James  A.  Rose. 

o- 

-15- 

-Capt.  Archibald  Butt,  U.  S.  A. 

o- 

-16- 

-Mr.  John  W.  Bnnn. 

o- 

-17- 

-Hon.  Martin  W.  Littleton. 
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o- 

-18- 

-Hon.  J  Otis  Humphrey. 

o- 

-19- 

-Hon.  William  H.  Taft. 

» 

o- 

-20- 

-Hon.  Charles  S.  Deneen. 

o 
o 

21- 

22- 

-Mr.  Charles  D.  Norton. 
-Dr.  William  Jayne. 

o- 

-23- 

-Hon.  W.  B.  McKinley. 

o- 

-24 

-Hon.  Frank  K.  Dunn. 

o 

-25- 

Hon.  J.  1).  G.  Oglesby. 

o- 

26- 

-Hon.  W.  A.  Northcott, 

o 

27 

-Dr.  Thomas  I).  Logan. 

o 

-28- 

-Hon.  Chas.  Adkins. 

o 

-29- 

-Hon.  P.G.Rennick. 

o 

-30- 

-Mr.  Clinton  L.  Conkling. 

o 

-31- 

-Dr.  George  Pasfield. 

o 

32 

Eon,  Jas.  S.  McCullongh. 

o 

33 

-Hon.  Roy.  0.  West. 

o 

U 

-Hon.  Hairy  Higbee. 

o 

35 

Hon.  Jas.  A.  Connolly. 

o 

36 

Genl.  Frank  S.  Dickson. 
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